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Philosophy of Technology
TURN BY TURN

• Early
• Perfection of human life: utopian view
• Kapp, Marx, Transhumanism

• Classical
• Technology takes control: dystopian view
• Heidegger, Ellul, Ambient Intelligence threat

• Empirical
• Always positive and negative impacts: ambivalent view
• Ihde, Latour, Winner., mediation approach

• … Practical turn
• Apply in design



Philosophy of Technology
TECHNICAL MEDIATION APPROACH

• Technical mediation
• McLuhan, Ihde, Latour, Feenberg, 

Verbeek
• Human-technology relations

• Application in practice
• R&D role (Ihde)
• Philosophical Accompaniment of design (Verbeek)



Philosophy of Technology
PRODUCT IMPACT TOOL

• Repertoire of types of impact
• 12 types of impact

• Seizing points
• 4 quadrants

• Human existence enwrapped in 
technology

• Variant of technical mediation approach



The eBike interface

Design Cases 
THREE DIFFERENT PROJECTS

Solving a littering problem 
at a secondary school

Digital Camera 
Evolution



Student Research Project
Tom Feij & Sven Deinum

Design Case 3
DIGITAL CAMERA EVOLUTION
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Design Case 3
DIGITAL CAMERA EVOLUTION

“In embodiment relations, technologies 
form a unity with a human being, and this 
unity is directed at the world: We speak with 
other people through the phone, rather 
than speaking to the phone itself, and we 
look through a microscope rather than at it.” 
(Verbeek, 2015, p. 29). 



Design Case 3
DIGITAL CAMERA EVOLUTION

Mediation Theory;
From Embodiment Relation
(Human – Technology)      World
To Alterity Relation!
Human      Technology (     World)



Design Case 3
DIGITAL CAMERA EVOLUTION

Mediation Theory;
From Embodiment Relation
(Human – Technology)      World
To Alterity Relation!
Human      Technology (     World)
And back?
(Human – Technology)      World



Critical Perspective on Human-technology relations

Better Design by Use of Philosophy of Technology?
NEW PERSPECTIVES ON HUMAN-TECHNOLOGY RELATIONS



Practical contribution of Philosophy of Technology can be “proven” in practice

Better Philosophy of Technology by Collaboration with Design?
MAKING “ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGY” TANGIBLE



The Practical Turn in

DOING DESIGN MORE WITH THE HEAD
DOING PHILOSOPHY MORE WITH THE HANDS

Philosophy of Technology x Design:
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